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$farmers, was Talrly

. hesitate on the way
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Missouri Agriculturist, Proprietor of 23,000 Acres oi Rich Soil, Is the Largest Individual Land Owner—How He Cultivates This Vast Tract—Industry, Perseverancg

S
and System the Secret of His Wonderiul Success—He Will Be Eigity Years Cld Next May, but He Toils With the Enthusiasm of Youth.

DAVID RANKIN OF TARKIO IS THE WORLD'S GREATEST FARMER.
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WORKING ON
BANCH 12

MAIN BUILDING OF TARKIO COLLE

MP.RANKIN HAS GIVEN $200000.

laborer.

F
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W David Rankin, whose wealth is estimated at S2O00000, was onece o poor €

L2

- His first porsession was a yoke of oxen z
a More than 70 Lead of horses and maoles are now required’in the cultivition @
" of hi= Innd. ®
His propesty i= divided Intp fourteen ranches. which he oversees In porson. M
Hiz gilfts to Tarkio Co proximate 200,000, :
. : &
& Tarkio, the town he made famous, 1= one of the most progressive communi- 4
& ties in the Stats P

MVRITTEX FOR THE BUXDAY REPITRLIC
it was a gladsome iime for the resldeats
‘of Tarkio. Atchipon County, AMo,, last Sun-

Sday morning.
4 The mercury in the thermometers had
forawled past the century mark

nhd
ptarn on the 28000 of magnifivent
Missour] bortom land, belonging to David
Rankin, the uncrowned king of American
erackiing ams it crept
Mearer and nearer to maturiy.

Corn maker David Raniiin what he is
fand David Mankin mrkes Tarkio what it
{2. one of the handsomert and mosl prog-
resklve of Missourl elties, and Ir was but
ratural that man, woman and child ghounid
to the hnilfl dozen
churchez and after wiping the pers=pira-
tion from the brow semark: “It's a great

the

nores

* day for the corn. anyhon,’

On the purch of the l=ading hote! prom-

: ment cltizens gathered during the ¢ay to

1

(Hee60860900080290080000000000000000000R!

exchange toples of mutual interest, bLut
TS stlert conversation on this

terrifie hot midsummer day was the mag-

=0l of

niflcent prespect for “D. K™ camn crop.
From where they sat & view in any Jdl-
rection eaught nothing but acre after acre

of waving corn just tavesled and just at
the critical stoge of Its progresa

Five miles away wers the vleffs which
muark thes course of Ml as It
rushes on the Missiseippl. Hetween
Tarkio and this range of blufTe there was
nathing bui corn, LIE® n great green

the

w0

to

Hllowy sea field after field completoed the |

pleture,
iere after acre David
preme,

Thera had been & mild sort of a shooting
#rrapa the night previous, and tne first, by
the wav, that in the
town, There was a cireus bifled far the
coming week, but theds evenls paled into
fnsignificance whenever the matter of the

ami over the undulating hills for
Hankin reigns sug-

hnd ever occurred
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RAMNCH 12

E PLACE" OF DAVID RANKIN ON

TH 1S ESTIMATED
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whiowers of the night before |
zht up
SATISFIED WiT!H!
THEIR LOT IN LIFE.

The b=k of rain fellowsd by the ries in
the ture, which meant thousands
unon thansamds of dollurs 1o the com-

was the nb=orbing elvment in the
copversntion, and 2o these good peojde of
Tarkio want 1o chourch with aheoiinte equn-
nimi and after the Sunday dinner the
ni Ka snt around fn shirt alesves in
th Ing =0, ol ax they smoked thslr
= nfternonn plpe= were thoroughly

il with thelr lot In 118

IPavid Rankin. the absolutely

Ax
unconventional, thorouehlsy American and

for

mast 1y pleal milllonalre corn king, he had
vworked nis ninety-zsix hoors during the
werk jus=t ended, and he was spenli
ith day as he has spent it for must of
the eighiy years of his life,

With nat a whee! turning on
hit= fou n ranches, and with non
men dolng that but which absolule neges-
sity reguired, he had doubtlese returned
tkanks at the regular morning devolions
for the gratlfying showers, which meant
s much to hix thousands of aeres. In his
accustomad pew at the United Proshyeie-
rinn Church he had attended the wsual
chuich services, and, while his neighbuors

oleed in the weather conditions, he
auletly ar his snlendid suburban
. Just outside Tatkio, and between
nap? ¢commused with humself as (v ths

any ane of

of h

hi= |

LA

(J

results which a combination of work and
guad health will effect,

On
WeLE

1 b
neyer h"ll

Sumiday question prospects

corn

in
ter for o “bumper’”

the Norihweslorn
The sinndd i% good, wenther con-
bt genetally favoerable and

e tmprovine every day, and the outlook
is most =atisfaciory. David Rankin, who
hos lmd s good vield when everybody elss
has reported a failure, Is practically on
Hepey S and barring the danger of
frost Is sssured that his half millien bush-
vls of eorn will be safely in the cribs at
the appointed ime.

PACKRING-HOLSE
YIRIKE BOTHERS HIM.

The only thing that bothers this Xp-
poleon of farmers just now = (e sirike
of the employes of the packing-houses.
They lave caused him a lot of difficulty
in gets his train loads of Jfattened
stock ta the market. Instead of St. Jo-
gepis, Omahn and Chicago. be has  been
obliged to ==ek other markels, and now
Buffilo and other points as far awny have

ditfons huv

stroe

been the destination of the shipments
which have left his ranches within the
last few weeks, The comn proszpect has

v=ased 10 be a trouble to him, and were
it not for the strike =ituation he would
be wt peace with all the worldl

Ixivid Rankin first came to Mis-
o was hardly on the map.  In-
£ hangs on the walls of the
Firsy Natlopal Bank a svotionsl mep of

Missourl com |

|

BUSINESS BLOCK IN TARKIOBUILT BPY MR RANKIN

Atchison County, published in 152 "There
i= a half sectlon here and there marked
with the name of Duvid Rankin, but no
towns=iie is marked for Tarklo, and it has
attalned ita present rank and standing as
vne of the progressive and  up-to-date
towns of the State sinee Mr. Rankin has
been i resldent within ihe boundaries of
the county

The career of this remarkabls farmer is
stranger than fiction, and, at that, i= but
the story of unremitiing toll and labor and
the abllity to grasp opportunltles s they
came within reach. When he talks with
his Democratic neighhor=, with whom he
delights 1o argue, Mr. Rankin attributes
hiz =uccess to the Democratic party, but

he gets back to the administration of An- [

finanelal conditlons
before he

drew Jackson and the
which prevailed at that time
completes his line of reasoning.

“The Democratlc patiy is the greatest
eductaor on varth,” is the pet phrase of
“D. R." as he is colloquially termeg by
the populace of the neighborhood.

“It made me what I am. and If it hadn't

hoen for Andy Jackson and his financial |

foolishness 1 might be at this minute drifi-
ing around the hiils of Pennsyivania, or
somewhera In that locallty.”™ And then
he launches into a story of his rarly
career, which, for sheer force of character
and the survival of the fittest, has few
paraliels.

[ravid Rankin’s parents were of Scotch
and German ancestry, and at the time of
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BRANCH 13

the of Thelr
Sullivan «
Duvid Ri
he move
i, and
with fate,
Henderson
tier of oo
oin the Miss
being the
Shortly after the {
tiom of the
tribulations
Jarkson admini=iration
house hecnme red
BEtinces Lo nes
was unknown
| change was the

birth
ALt
o s paremis
n mty. 1L, in

hiz first struggi==z

unty. Ir

Kin was b
d to Hend
here he houd

Is ome of the westerpn

anil borders

the Siote

River.

Burlingtor

s

atiributed 1o the
The head of the
rogs of
O pOveryy Monew

wl the onle method of ex-

barter of

| mon e Hreigd wan rarely obialnnble,
gid Mr. Kankin relnte=s that the finest
plece of bread he ever ote woas made from

wheat which wis groand in

i offes il

; HOW HE GOT HIS
START IN LIFE.

| The fumily reached the

i Constahle's notles was
and Davi mture reyvolied,

I effort® he,

pofit whers the
the
By strenuons
in

taeked o

with his brother, succesded

Iru"r'-l;»--n:'!u the zale and finully redesmed
start

the property, and this was his
In Hfe. With his brother Jie
go Into Puxiness on his own hook 2
working by the dav the twn man:
i yoke of oxen. With this

yoke

secure
they wont to work for neighbors and e
slsted In clearing off the Dbottom ' lined
surrounding Oguawka. and made therel:
the first money which ecither syver pos-
B

Land was cheap in the Mississippl !

toms= at that time and eventually, as their
capital increased dollar by dolinr, David
was enabled to purchase a faw acres, By
helping his neighbors and getting pareels
of land in exchange for {ahar, his povees.
sinz Invreased. and it was but »  few
yeiura until he had enoush Tand clesred
which' kept him busy tendilng for himesif
By the closest altention to business and

trinls and |

arilcles of come. |

the family

i

|
]
]

TARKIO COLLEGE OVERLOOKING

¢ twking advantage
el e

woreaned and

of svery gpportunity
& property griacduaily
more valoahle an
wits  elenred, and
At the hegin-
« war he was known as a man
ongh Waeatern Tllinols. and o*
e wiar his small fortune had

#iong. |
Ivcama
1 pteene

iron

Couniry

prosiected

wers

of means
e enid of )
donbied,

It was in the énrly *75%°2 that he entersd
in Hilirole, nnd a= the candidate of
ub'fean party was slacind ta the
Halse of Representatives, hiz por-
ponuiarity ing him to rmn
v ‘of hi= companions an the tleket,
was elocted by fncreased

far

Twios

nEain ne

mn fovitl

Thiriese
peerantgnl
prrhinps the time
vithin hix own narty were responsible

term of office as n lsgizintor
character wa« a==plled for
Political enemice
for

onlv

t hi= vatas on n eortaln mens-
e [oglelature was {nfluenced
of rallway =iock, which
the passage of the

ther stors

ure hel

by hie bl
wou'! he affected by
il

Hig con

ney was greatly exelted by
the reps and hi= strenuous denizl and
=tand in the matter had much to da
orming the high opinion of hi= personal
which = hsld by those who

manly
in
charpotar
know him.
MIMIRER OF ILLINOIS

INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE.

Shortly after this eplsode he was named

n# n member of 4 commlittes tn investigats
which had been made with ree
gard 1o the management of the Peniten-
tiary st Jolisr, at that time controlled by
hiz own party. One of the party man-
agers approached him at Springfield and
réemenstrated that he was going into tha
matter entirely too thoroughly. Rankin
replied that In the investization he knew
nefther friend or party, and that he was
zolng 1o investigate the affair from top
g bottom. A few days later he was ths
vietim of a personal a=mult, on account
of his stand, and the incident lives to this

charges
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